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Taiwanese Bian-dang in Manhattan, New York City
5/30/ 2014 by Eva Schmidt

During lunch time, on 53 Street, you'll see
a long line of people in front of a Taiwanese food

truck for their “bian-dang,” a Taiwanese word for
“lunch box.” On the menu you can find fried chicken with rice, pork dumplings,
tea eggs, and other popular Tarwanese dishes.

The owners of the food truck are Thomas and Diana Yang, two
Taiwanese-Americans. This brother-sister team started their business in 2009.
Bacl then, there were a few Talwanese restaurants in the city and several thousand

food trucks, but the Yangs were the first to sell Taiwanese food on a foed truck.

At first, business was slack. People thought they were just another Chinese food

truck, and the food truck’s name, “Cravings,” often made people think of desserts, not
lunch. Few people would stop by and try their food. “I couldn’t even give away free
i food,” said Thomas. To catch people’s eye, they painted their truck blue, and drew
Taiwan’s national flower, the plum blossom, on 1t. They also changed the food truck’s
name to “bian-dang.” Soon people started to notice them, and business finally got
better. Now on a good day, they can sell about 150 bian-dangs in about two hours.

So what's next for Thomas and Diana? Well, they hope one day there will be a
block with Taiwanese food in the city, just like there is a Chinatown, a Korea Town,
and a Little Italy. And their bian-dang food truck might just help to make that happen.

[]] national B % ¢

25. What does the news story say about the Yangs’ food truck?
(A) What people love about their food.
(B) What made them start their business.
(C) How they made delicious fried chicken.
(D) How they fixed their business problems.*
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When it arrives,

E‘E’EI'YD_IJE cheers.

The shirts and shorts dance
On the clothesline,

The trees and flowers wave
Like they're saying hi,

And the clouds are so excited

To have a running race.

When it comes,

Dad’s face falls.

His coat and jeans jump

Off the clothesline

Into the pond.

The tree leaves hop off

And have a party on his new car.

When it gets here,

A lot of fun things I notice:

The pond’s face,

Sad and old with lines;

Mrs. Smith’s bread,

Delicious and freshly baked.

But what smell is 1t?

Oh, no, it’s from Mr. Brown's feet!

[L] leaf (leaves) £F ‘

16. What is it in the reading?
(A) Thesun. (B) Therain.* (C) The wind. (D) The rainbow.
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2. My mom puts the on to keep her hands away from water when she washes the dishes.
(A) gloves * (B) jacket (C) ring (D) socks
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